
Finding and Choosing an Instrument 

So your child has arrived home wide eyed and excited about playing a stringed instrument in the 

orchestra.  Not only do you have to worry about preparing lunches, checking backpacks and getting 

everybody where they need to be on time, now you have to figure out how to get an instrument! 

I wish I could tell you the names and phone numbers of music store where good, solid instruments are 

rented and sold, but district policy prohibits me from doing so.  However, I will give you a few tips for 

this process.  It is highly recommended that you rent and not purchase. 

You can begin by doing an internet search by entering something like: “fine violins east valley” or “violin 

rentals east valley az” or a search of your choice. 

Several options will come up with the search.  Begin calling around to see what stores charge and what 

their rental programs include.  I highly recommend getting insurance.  When you call, make sure the 

store can size your child.  If the store cannot size the child, I would recommend trying another store. 

 

Warning 

I wish I could tell you that all music stores have your best interest at heart, but some have their wallets 

closer to their heart than your child having a good experience with an instrument.  Some stores 

purchase junk low quality instruments online at auction sites and then rent or sell these instruments to 

you.  The same goes for seeing instruments in big box stores.  The price is often enticing, but the quality 

will be similar to a toy.  Very often they do not tune up and have very poor hardware and strings.  These 

instruments will break or not work and then sabotage your child’s musical experience.  Do not purchase 

painted instruments – they do not work properly! 

 

Names of instruments? 

While I cannot tell you which stores at which to shop, I can tell you the names of a few instruments with 

which I have seen good success.  These include, but are not limited to: Eastman Instruments, Angel 

Instruments and West Coast String Instruments. 

Before signing the rental agreement, ask the attendant to tune the instrument.  If the attendant cannot 

properly tune the instrument, this might be an indication you are in a store which may not be as helpful 

as you need. 

Most music stores are closed on Sunday, so be sure to ask their hours before you head out for this 

adventure! 


